526           Mrs. Careless, Johnsons first-love.    [A.D. 1776.
The vastness and the contrivance of some of the machinery would have ' matched his mighty mind.' I shall never forget Mr. Bolton's expression to me: ' I 'sell here, Sir, what all the world desires to have—POWER.' He had about seven hundred people at work. I contemplated him as an iron chief tain, and he seemed to be a 'father to his tribe. One of them came to him, complaining grievously of his landlord for having distrained his goods. ' Your landlord is in the right, Smith, (said Bolton). But I'll tell you what: find you a friend who will lay down one half of your rent, and I'll lay down the other half; and you shall have your goods again.'
From Mr. Hector I now learnt many particulars of Dr. Johnson's early life, which, with others that he gave me at different times since, have contributed to the formation of this work.
Dr. Johnson said to me in the morning, ' You will see, Sir, at Mr. Hector's, his sister, Mrs. Careless1, a clergyman's widow. She was the first woman with whom I was in love. It dropt out of my head imperceptibly; but she and I shall always have a kindness for each other.' He laughed at the
Arthur Young, who visited Birmingham in 1768, writes:—' I was nowhere more disappointed than at Birmingham, where I could not gain any intelligence even of the most common nature, through the excessive jealousy of the manufacturers. It seems the French have carried off several of their fabricks, and thereby injured the town not a little. This makes them so cautious that they will show strangers scarce anything.' Tour through the North of England, iii. 279.
1 Johnson wrote to Mrs. Thrale (year not given):—' I have passed one day at Birmingham with my old friend Hector—there's a name— and his sister, an old love. My mistress is grown much older than
my friend.
—" O quid habes illius, illius
Ouse spirabat amores Quse me surpuerat mihi."'
[' Of her, of her what now remains, Who breathed the loves, who charmed the swains, And snatched me from my heart ?'
FRANCIS, Horace, Odes, iv. 13.18.]
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notionted pieces of machinery.' Johnson's Works (1787), xi. 215.
